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This is in response to the Office Action mailed on December 1 7, 2004, in which all of the 
pending claims (1,2,4-15,17 and 1 8) were rejected. Specifically, according to the Office Action, claims 
1,2,4-15, 17 and 18 were rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Pub. 2003/0129274 (Garwood) in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,825,037 (Nablo), claim 2 was rejected 
under 35 U.S.C § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Garwood and Nablo in view of McKeown (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,847,401), and claims 9- 11 were rejected under 3 5 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Garwood, Nablo, and McKeown in further view of Kanter (U.S. Patent No. 4,757,201). 
Independent Claim 1 

Claim 1 reads as follows: 

1 . A bulk material irradiation system comprising: 
an input for inserting bulk material; 

a bulk material tube connected to the input and forming a path for bulk material flow; 
a pumping assembly connected to the bulk material tube for forcing the bulk material to 
advance through the bulk material tube; 



